CHAPTER VI
POOR PRISONERS' DEFENCE

IN the same way as many prosperous barristers in
their early days were glad to take a dock brief at
Assizes or Quarter Sessions in order to gain
experience and show what manner of men they
were, so may the solicitor setting up on his own
account be recommended to have his name placed
on the lists of solicitors who are willing to under-
take the defence of prisoners in pursuance of the
Poor Prisoners5 Defence Act, 1930, and the Sum-
mary Jurisdiction (Appeals) Act, 1933.

As provided by the regulations, "lists" are kept
by the Clerks of Assize and Clerks of the Peace at
Quarter Sessions. Any solicitor who desires to
have his name added to them should apply to these
officials for this to be done. "Poor Prisoner"
cases can then be assigned to him.

DEFENCE CERTIFICATES

For indictable offences which the justices have
decided to commit for trial, they may grant a
"defence certificate" if they think the defendant's
means are insufficient to enable him to obtain legal
aid. In cases of murder a certificate must be given
if the defendant is without means.

LEGAL AID CERTIFICATES

Justices may also grant legal aid to defendants
whose means are insufficient during the preliminary
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